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EDUCATION

University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China 09/2024 - present
Ph.D. Candidate in Chinese History

Supervisors: Prof. Li Guoqiang (Vice President of the Institute of Chinese History, CASS) and Prof. Yu Hui (Director of the
Research and Publication Department, Palace Museum)

Research Interests: History of Sino-foreign Exchanges, Cultural Heritage of the Silk Road, Sinology in the New Era

Core Courses: Chinese Civilization and Its Distinctive Features (95), Historiography of Ancient China (95), The Historical
Logic and Contemporary Practice of the “Belt and Road” Initiative (92), Tracking and Analyzing Frontiers in the Discipline,
Historiographical Theories and Frontiers

Nankai University, Tianjin, China 09/2020 - 06/2023
M.A. in Chinese History
Grade: 89.37/100 Ranking: 1/33

Core Courses: Academic norm learning and Thesis Writing (94), Chinese Social History Study (92), History of Political System
and Thought (92), Historical Materialism and Historical Theories (90), Historical Materials of Sui, Tang, and Five Dynasties
(92)

University of Bristol, Bristol, UK 09/2021 - 06/2022
M A. in History
Core Courses: Approaches to History, Making History Public, Researching and Writing History, Rewriting Modern Britain

Capital Normal University, Beijing, China 09/2016 - 06/2020
B.A. in History
Grade: 91.00/100 Ranking: 1/49

Core Courses: Modern Chinese History (95), Modern and Contemporary World History (95), History of Ancient Chinese
Culture (95), Current Affairs and Policies (94), Global History (93), Modern Chinese Historiography (91), Analysis of Major
Historical Events in Modern World (90)

PUBLICATION & ARTICLES

Li, Yichun. “‘Self-Shaping’ and ‘Other-Shaping’: Constructing Chinese Studies in the New Era from General Secretary Xi
Jinping’s Important Discourses.” Theoretical Observation, no. 7, 2025.

Li, Yichun. “The ‘Chinese Mirror’ in Cross-Civilizational Perspective: Overseas Academic Perceptions of the Distinctive
Characteristics of Chinese Civilization.” Unpublished manuscript, 2025.

Li, Yichun. “Cultivating China Studies Talents in the New Era within a Global Context: Dilemmas, Strategic Shifts, and
Developmental Pathways.” Unpublished manuscript, 2025.

Li, Yichun. “An Initial Glimpse of the Chinese Path: A Study of Jesuit Missionaries’ Chinese Language Acquisition in Macau
from the Late 16th to the First Half of the 17th Century.” Unpublished manuscript, 2024.

Li, Yichun. “Tao Te Ching and the Spiritual Characteristics of Xia Culture.” International Journal of Social Science and
Education Research, no. 6, 2022.

Li, Yichun. “Imprisoned and Liberated: The Anti-Footbinding Movement in Shanxi, 1917-1928.” Unpublished manuscript,
2022.

Li, Yichun. “Women Trafficking under Westernization of Modern China: Early Development of Humanism and Feminism in


http://www.liyichun.cn/

Tianjin.” Unpublished manuscript, 2022.

Li, Yichun. “Confucianism and Buddhism: On the Belief of Female Buddhas and Female Concepts in Tang Dynasty from the

Tablet of the Elder Princess of Dai State.” The Voice of Dharma, no. 10, 2021.

Li, Yichun. “Spices on the Silk Road in the Tang Dynasty.” Qianling Culture Research, Sanqin Publishing House, 2021.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Major Project of the National Social Science Fund of China 06/2025 - present

Project Name: The Historical Process of Exchanges and Mutual Learning between Chinese and European Civilizations

Role: Team Member / Supervisor: Prof. Jinling Zhang

= Participated in the research of Collected and analyzed materials on the transmission of Chinese knowledge to the West,
with a focus on the evolving perceptions of Chinese civilization in international academia.

= Conducted research on the historical rationale and contemporary practice of the “Belt and Road Initiative.”

Major Project of the Ministry of Education for Key Research in Philosophy and Social Sciences 09/2024 - present

Project Name: A Comprehensive Study of Sino-European Exchanges from the Perspective of the Silk Road

Role: Team Member / Supervisor: Prof. Hanwei Wang

= (Collected and analyzed historical materials on Sino-European cultural exchanges in Modern China.

= Conducted research on the activities of Western missionaries in China.

Major Project of the National Social Science Fund of China 09/2020 - 06/2023

Project Name: System and Life: A Study of Dynastic Order and Daily Life before the late Tang Dynasty

Role: Team Member / Supervisor: Prof. Aimin Yan

= Collected and sorted out epitaph materials and studied the religious life of women in Tang Dynasty.

= Explored the role of religious beliefs and practices in maintaining family order and social cohesion through the lens
of sociology of religion.

Laboratory Open Fund Project 11/2019 - 11/2020

Project Name: Ethnic Relations and Hostage System in the Han Dynasty

Role: Team Leader / Supervisor: Prof. Xiaoman Liu

= Organized a team of 3 people to carry out this research and awarded the University-level first Prize.

= Explored the main content and development of ethnic thought and policy in the Han Dynasty, as well as the underlying
reasons for the implementation of the hostage system.

= Examined the pivotal role of state ideology and policies in the early Han Dynasty and their lasting influence on the
“Belt and Road initiative”.

Academic Project of Beijing Municipal Education Commission 11/2018 - 08/2020

Project Name: Spices introduced from Central Asia in the Han and Tang Dynasties

Role: Team Leader / Supervisor: Prof. Yongping Wang & Prof. Guangcheng Xing

= Examined the spread and use of exotic spices across different historical periods through comparative analysis.

= Analyzed Sino-foreign interactions and the lasting impact of the Silk Road spice trade on the Belt and Road Initiative.

China Undergraduate Academic Project 11/2018 - 08/2019

Project Name: The Impact of Alien Civilization on the Poetry of Tang Dynasty

Role: Team Leader / Supervisor: Prof. Yongping Wang

= Organized a team of 5 people to carry out this research and published 3 papers in Provincial and National journals.

= Awarded as National level of “National College Students’ Innovation and Entrepreneurship Training Program”.

= Analyzed the impact of cultural hybridization on the spiritual life of Tang Dynasty society.

= Investigated the enlightening implications of cross-civilizational cultural exchanges for the present.

Laboratory Open Fund Project 11/2017 - 11/2018



Project Name: The Evolution of the Picture of the Afterlife depicted in Ancient China - from the Western Zhou Dynasty

to the Western Han Dynasty
Role: Team Leader / Supervisor: Prof. Jianglong Gu

= Organized a team of 3 people to carry out this research and published a paper in National journals.

= Investigated the evolution of the post-death world depicted by people from the Western Zhou Dynasty to the Western

Han Dynasty through comparative analysis of documentary records and physical materials.

= Explored the origin of ancient Chinese funeral system, in order to maximize the reflection of the religious thought of

burial and the social reality at that time.

HONORS

e The National Scholarship (awarded to Top I%), Nankai University 10/2022
e  The first prize of Public Scholarship (awarded to Top 1%), Nankai University 10/2022
e  Merit Student (awarded to Top 1%), Nankai University 11/2021
e  The first prize of Public Scholarship (awarded to Top 1%), Nankai University 11/2021
e  “Global Nankai” Scholarship (awarded to Top 1%), Nankai University 06/2021
e  Think Big Scholarship (awarded to Top 1%), Bristol University 07/2021
e Excellent Undergraduate Graduation Project (awarded to Top 1%), Capital Normal University 06/2020
e The National Scholarship (awarded to Top 1%), Capital Normal University 12/2019
e Excellent Students Awards of Beijing (awarded to Top 1%), Capital Normal University 05/2019
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVIVITIES

e  Philanthropic Honour of “National Image Spokesman of Public Welfare China”. 07/2021
e  Public ambassador for the Tao Xingzhi Education Foundation 09/2020 — Present
e Visited Ewha Women’s University as an outstanding student representative with school scholarship. 05/2019
e  Undergraduate Entrepreneurship Competition Leader 11/2017 - 07/2018
e Visited California State University as an outstanding student representative with school scholarship. 04/2018
e Visited Taiwan Normal University as an outstanding student representative with school scholarship.  07/2017 - 08/2017

LANGUAGE & INTERESTS

TOEFL: Overall 105, (listening: 30 reading: 30 writing: 24 speaking: 21)
07/2021

Interests: Painting, Travel, Antique, Chinese Calligraphy, Museum Tour
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